
PESACH: CLEFTS IN THE ROCK

Exodus 33:12-34:18 (Plaut, pp.592-95 / old version pp. 657-60)

Song of Songs 2:1-14 (NRSUE translation)

1 I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.
2 As a lily among brambles, so is my love among
maidens.
3 As an apple tree among the trees of the wood,
so is my beloved among young men.  With great
delight I sat in his shadow, and his fruit was
sweet to my taste.
4 He brought me to the banqueting house, and his
intention toward me was love.
5 Sustain me with raisins, refresh me with apples,
for I am faint with love.
6 O that his left hand were under my head and
that his right hand embraced me!
7 I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the
gazelles or the wild does: do not stir up or
awaken love until it is ready!
8 The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes,
leaping upon the mountains, bounding over the
hills.
9 My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag.
Look, there he stands behind our wall, gazing in
at the windows, looking through the lattice.
10 My beloved speaks and says to me:“Arise, my
love, my fair one, and come away,
11 for now the winter is past, the rain is over and
gone.
12 The flowers appear on the earth; the time of
singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove
is heard in our land.
13 The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines
are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. Arise,
my love, my fair one, and come away.
14 O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the
covert of the cliff, let me see your face;  let me
hear your voice, for your voice is sweet, and your
face is lovely.
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Shir Ha-Shirim Rabbah 2:14 (Sefaria translation)

Rabbi Elazar interpreted the verse regarding
Israel when they stood at the sea. “My dove, in
the clefts of the rock,” as they were shadowed in
the recesses of the sea.
“Show me your appearance,” this is what is
written: “Stand and see the salvation of the Lord”
(Exodus 14:13). “Let me hear your voice,” this is
the song, as it is stated: “Then Moses [and the
children of Israel] sang” (Exodus 15:1). “For
your voice is pleasant,” this is the song. “And
your appearance [marekh] is lovely,” as Israel
would point [marin] with a finger and say: “This
is my God and I will glorify Him” (Exodus 15:2).

The Song of Songs: Five Relationships, One Love Story? (Dr.Devorah Schoenfeld, excerpted)
https://www.thetorah.com/article/the-song-of-songs-five-relationships-one-love-story

Is there a single, continuous love story in the Song of Songs? On one hand, it is easy to see the
repetitions of language that might indicate a unified composition. On the other, the basic markers of
character development and a narrative arc are missing...

The scholarly consensus views the Song of Songs as an anthology or collection of different poems or
songs...that became canonized only once they were collected into a single work. The songs are similar
in genre to Egyptian love songs from 12–13th century B.C.E., which were sung at banquets.

...Even with all of these differences between the characters, it is possible to read Song of Songs as one
story. For example:

A dream sequence – The scholar of Hebrew literature scholar Ilana Pardes (Hebrew University of
Jerusalem) reads the Song of Songs as a dream about love from the woman’s perspective, in which the
frequent shifts in character and setting operate according to dreamlike logic.

A love triangle – Several interpreters resolve some of the shifts in the identity of the male character by
reading the Song of Songs as depicting a love triangle between a shepherd girl, a shepherd boy, and
King Solomon, in which the King tempts the girl with wealth and power but in the end she runs off
with her true love the shepherd.

Same lovers speaking in different styles – Others see the differences not as describing different
protagonists or stories, but simply as shifts in the two lovers’ moods as they use different rhetorical
devices to communicate the complexity of love...

...[Even] if we recognize the multiplicity in the text, when the Song of Songs is viewed as a book, we
make connections between the pieces and create a story from them.
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