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 Shemot 34:11-16 [Tr. adapted from Fox]ְְטזְְ-לד,יאְְְתְוְֹמְשְׁ 

ךָשְׁ  אְ ְְמָר־ל  צְ ְְרְשְׁ אֵתְ מ  נִיְְְְםיּוֹהְ ְְךָוְּ אָנֹכִיְ הִנ 
הְ ְְנ יךָפְָּמְְְִשׁגֹרְֵ ו  ת־הָאֱמֹרִיְ נִיכְּ א  חְְְִנ ע  ה  ְְיְתְִּו 
הְ  חְְִיזְִּרְִפְּ ו  ה  בְיוְִּו  י  ה  ְ:סִיוּו 

Take care for yourself what I command you today. 

Here, I am driving out before you the Amorite, the 

Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivvite, and the 

Yevusite— 

רְשְָּׁהְִ ְְְְמ  ךָ רֹתתְִּן־פְּ ל  יְְרִיתבְּ ְְכ  ץְְְבוֹשְֵׁל  הָאָר 
ְרְשְׁ אְ  ְהְתְָּאְ ְ ְאבְְָּ ְְ יהְָ י הפְּ עָל  ְן־יִה  מְ ְשׁקְֵוֹל 
ְבְּ   :ְְךָבְּ קִר 

Take care for yourself, lest you cut a covenant with the 

settled-folk of the land against whom you are coming, 

lest they become a snare among you. 

ְיכְִּ ת־מִזְ ְ ְחֹתָםבְּ א  ְןוְּצתִּתְְֹּ ת־מְ ְ א  ְְבֹתָםְצְֵּו 
בְֵּ שׁ  ת־אְ ְןוּרְתּ  א  רֹתתְְִּרָיושְֵׁו  ְ:ןוּכ 

Rather: you are to pull down their altars, smash their 

pillars, and cut down their asheras. 

תְּ לֹאְתְְְִיכְִּ הְשׁ  ו  אֵלְאַחֵרְְְְח  יְָקְ ְְיכְִּל  ְְוְֹמשְׁ ְְאְנְָּי 
ְ:אוְּהְאנְָּאֵלְקְ 

For: You are not to bow down to any other god! For 

Yhwh— Zealous is his name, a zealous God is he! 

רֹתתְִּן־פְּ  יְְרִיתבְּ ְְכ  זָנְְבוֹשְֵׁל  ו  ץְ רֵיְְְוְּהָאָר  אַח 
ח זָב  ו  םְ ְוּאֱלֹהֵיה  לְ ְ קָרָאְ ו  םְ ְְךְָלֵאלֹהֵיה 

לְ  אָכ  חזְִּמְְִתְָּו  ְ:ְוֹב 

Lest you cut a covenant with the settled-folk of the 

land: [when] they go whoring after their gods and 

sacrificing to their gods, they will call you to eat of their 

sacrifices; 

חְ  לָק  זָנְְנֹתָיובְּ מְְְִתְָּו  ו  בָנ יךְָ רֵיְְְוּל  אַח  נֹתָיוְ ב 
נ הִז  ןְו  ת־ְוְּאֱלֹהֵיה  ן:ְְנ יךָבְָּא  רֵיְאֱלֹהֵיה  ְאַח 

should you take their daughters for your sons, their 

daughters will go whoring after their gods and will 

cause your sons to go whoring after their gods. 

עְ ְכָהסְֵּאֱלֹהֵיְמְ   !Molten gods you are not to make for yourselvesְ:ְךְלְָּה־שְׂ לֹאְת 

גְהְ  ת־ח  צּוֹא  תשְְְִׁמֹרְתִּשְׁ ְְתמּ  ע  לתְֹּיָמִיםְְְְב  ְאכ 
כְתצּוֹמְ  ְ'וּו 

The Festival of Matzot you are to keep; for seven days 

you are to eat matzot…. 
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גְְִוֹךְתּמְְִיתְִּנְ נְּ סְִ סְ ְתלְּ מ  עְרְתְֵּא  ק  תְמִש   I sifted out of the Book of Esther the sediment א 

חָהשְִּׂהְ  סְָּהְ ְמ  יָהְוֹךְתּמְִוְּהגּ  מ  רְיִר   of vulgar joy and out of the Book of Jeremiah וּסֵפ 

ת תְהְ ְא  ל  מְְֵּאֵבכְּ יִל  יִםבּ   the howl of pain in the guts. And out of וֹךְתּמְִוּ.ְְע 

חִיְירִיםשְִּׁהְ ְירְשְִׁ תְה   the Song of Songs the endless search הָאֵיןְסוֹפִיְְשְֹפּוּא 

רְ בָהְְאַח  רְסְֵּמְִוּהָאַה  תְְיתשְִׁרֵאבְּ ְפ   for love. And out of the Book of Genesisְא 

לוֹמוֹת ח  יִןְְה  תְק  א  תְְוֹךְְתּמְִוּו  תְא  ל   the dreams and Cain. And out of Ecclesiastesְקֹה 

רְאְְִוֹךְתּמְִוְּוּשׁאיְֵּהְ  תְאְְְִוֹביּסֵפ   .the despair and out of the Book of Job: Jobְ.וֹביּא 

ְ הִד  ְיתְִּק ְבְּ ו  הְ ְ מִןְ ְוֹתיּאֵרְִשְּׁ לִיְ ְְ רְ "ךְְנְ תְּ סֵפ 
ְְ.שְׁחָדְָ

And from the remains I pasted myself a new Bible. 

נִי צֻנְְָא  יְמ  ְוְּרְזְָּח  וָהשְׁ בְ וְּלבְָּמֻגְ וְּקבְָּמֻד   .I live censored and pasted and limited and in peaceְ.ל 

תְְהשְָּׁאְִ לָהשְָׁאַח  מְ ְתִיוֹאְְא  חבְְָּשׁא   A woman asked me last night on the dark streetְבְוֹר 

חְָ לְְךְשׁוּה  תְהשְָּׁאְְִםוֹלשְָׁע  ר   how another woman wasְ אַח 

מְֵּ לֹאְְתָּהּעְִבְּ לֹאְְתָהשׁ  חָדְלשְׁ ְתּוֹעְִבְּ ו   Who had died not in her time and not in anyone else’sְ.אַףְא 

time either. 

יֵפְךְתּוֹמְִ  :Out of a great weariness I answered herְ:הּעָנִיתִיְלְְָלָהוֹדגְּ ְתוּע 

 .She’s fine, she’s fineְ.בוְֹטְהּמְָוֹלשׁ ְ,ְבוֹטְהּמְָוֹלשְׁ 
~Yehudah Amichai 

 


